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Main identity 


From: "Doneva Shepard" <donevas@yahoo.com> 
To: "Cathy Little” <Cathy@datasync. com> 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2002 9:34 PM 


Subject: Re: [MSJACKSO-L] Machpelah cemetery 
OH, HEAVENS YES'!!!! Bless your heart! 
Doneva 

Cathy Little wrote: 


| | have lots of family buried there. itis one of our largest and most used 
| cemeteries. Wouid you like some pictures? 


; Cathy 


— Original Message ----- 
From: "Doneva Shepard” 


To: 
| Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2002 6:23 PM 
j subject: [MSJACKSO-L] Machpelah cemetery 


eae. wei cr en 


> My mother was buried in the Machpelah cemetery, Pascagoula, Mississippi 9 
Oct 1974. | did not know my mother but her death certificate says she is 
| buried there. She was Helene Jeanne (HASTINGS) YOUNKER. I think she and her 
j husband must have been travelling through because the address of where they 
jwere living was the "Singing River Motel" in Gautier. 
i > 
> My mother ied a very sad/hard life...1 would love to know she is buried in 

‘a nice place...out, cannot find the address or any information about the 
eee cem. in Pascagoula. Can someone help me find this cemetery? 

> 
[> Doneva Shepard in Oregon 


i> my entire genealogy database, 45,000+ names 

| > htto://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm cgi?db=donevanell 
> (be sure entire URL fits in your Address bar) 
> 

I> 
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> 

> «= assonnned nna Rene OER 

> Do You Yahoo!? 

> Sign-up for Video Highlights of 2002 FIFA World Cup 
> 


> 


© my entire genealogy database, 45,000+ names 
http:/Avoridconnect. genealogy rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=donevanell 
(be sure entire URL fits in your Address bar} 
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Main identity 


From: "Cathy Little" <Cathy@datasync.com> 
To: "Doneva Shepard” <donevas@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Saturday. June 22, 2002 9:24 PM 


Subject: Re: your mom 


I'll get it in the mail to you as soon as! can. Actually, there is some good news, and some 
bad news. As ! said, | don't know the circumstances of how or why your mom was here, but 
the apartment building where she lived (which is call a motel apartment) catered to a lot of 
transient workers, and people who were just "passing through”. {t was pretty much a motel, 
but you could live there. They offer weekly and monthly rates, and have kitchens available. 


Here is the good news/bad news part. | have searched the cemetery, and checked records 
at the library, and asked all my friends, and this Is all we could come up with. Your mother 
was buried in Machpelah Cemetery, but it was pretty much in the "paupers grave" section. 
That means she was buried without a headstone in a public lot since she didn't have the 
money to be buried by family (or didn't have family who could afford it). The funeral home 
that buried her is called O'Bryant-O'Keefe, and it is still in operation. Mr. O'Keefe (one of the 
two owners) owned several sections of Machpelah, and those graves are where he buried 
people free of charge. It has been so long, | have no way of finding her. 


The good news is that it is still in operation. | have no idea how far back their records go, or 
how they keep up with their charity case records, but, if you really want to know, and maybe 
want to get her a headstone one day, they may be able to look up old records and let you 
know her lot number and grave number. Then it's just a matter of walking up to the spot 
where she's buried, because the entire cemetery is mapped out. Here is their address and 
phone number if you ever want to pursue this further. Like | said, I'll send the obit at my next 
opportunity, probably Monday. 


O'Bryant - O'Keefe Funeral Home 
4811 Telephone Road 
Pascagoula, MS 39567 

1 (228) 762-4311 


While I'm thinking about this, you forgot to include your zip code with your address. Talk to 
you later. 


Cathy 


| _____ Original Message —--- 
From: Doneva Shepard 
To: Cathy Little 


| Sent: Friday, June 21, 2002 11:12 PM 
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[Subject: Re: your mom 
; ; 
:Oh, my gosh, Caihy.....how did i miss this E-mail??? 
| You have got to be kidding!!! | am SO VERY excited!!! | have had a really rough week and 


jhaven' t paid a lot of attention to my E-mail... 
{ 

Here is my address: 

Doneva Shepard 


2830 SW Pleasant View Drive 
| Gresham, Oregon 


i am crying...1 can't hardly believe this is possible! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 


| 
| 
i 
| Cathy Little wrote: 


Well, i have some good news for you. i have your mom's obituary, if you 
would like to have it. Just let me know how to get it to you. 


Oa 


S. i'll send pictures of the cemetery, too. 


© my entire genealogy database, 45,000+ names 
ntip:/Avorldconnect. genealogy rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=donevanell 
j(be sure entire URL fits in your Address bar) 
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From: "Doneva Shepard” <donevas@yahoo.com> 

To: "Doneva Shepard” <donevas@yahoo.com>; <amcveay@aol com>: <jacknday@datasync.com>: 
<jtaylor@datasync. com>; <AuraBlues@aol.com>,; <Cathy@datasync. com> 

Sent: Saturday, June 22, 2002 11:15 PM 

Aftach: Henny in canoe jpg 


Subject: Helene (Hastings) Younker, bur. Machnelah cem. 


Here is a picture of my mother... wasn't she beautiful. Always smiling, so talented. She 
deserved so much more! 


Doneva 


© my entire genealogy database, 45,000+ names 
hitp:/worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=donevanell 
(be sure entire URL fits in your Address bar) 


oa You Yahoo!? 
ign-up for Video Highlights of 2002 FIFA World Cup 
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From: "Doneva Shepard" <donevas@yahoo.com> 

To: <amcveay@aol.com>: <jacknday@datasync.com>: <jtaylor@datasync.com>; <AuraBlues@aol.com>; 
<Cathy@datasync.com> 

Sent: Saturday, June 22, 2002 11:01 PM 


Subiect: Helene (Hastings) Younker, bur. Machpelah cem. 


You have been so wonderful to help me learn about my mother's burial...and have asked me 
about her. | nave | hesitated to write the story because it's hard for me to write. But, now that | 
have started...! will send what | have already sent to Cathy Little of this list. She has learned 
and forv ee the information to me that my mother is buried in a pauper's grave... without a 
headstone. | will do everything possible to change this now that | know. She deserves more. 
Thank yeu all so much for your wonderful help. Nobody duplicated information except you all 
told me how beautiful and peacefu! it is at Machpelah cem. That gives me some peace. But, | 
pray | will be able to find and mark my mother's grave appropriately. Here is the story | wrote 
today and sent to Cathy: 


"My poor mother! 8 - hard for me to get it eoee and talk about her. She had such a 
very hard life! She was born with a silver spcon in her mouth... maybe you could even say a 
gold spoon. Her piner was President of a bank in Minneapolis, MN and they lived in a 
mansion...no other way to put it. They had all kinds of servants; butler, maid, cook, chauffeur, 
etc. My grandfather (her father) was of the long line of HASTINGS of England. Her mother 
was a Scottish immigrant, Jeanne MacDonald. Her father came to work for one of the very 
rich peaple who died on the Titanic. He was 2a postmaster in Scotland but was working as a 
landscaper/gardener here. He later owned a flower shop in St. Paul, MN. My mother and her 
brother had everything any child could ever want for. | am so lucky because !| have been able 
to obtain some pictures of them as children and pictures of the house in MN...in the best part 
of town...back then, when she was a child 


My grandfather was born in North Dakota. His father died when he was about 10 years old. ! 
don't find him in ND on any of the census after that...he must have gone to live with a relative 
somewhere who was able to get him through ND University and Schoo! of law where he 
graduated. He was a very caring, altruistic man and he hated to see the way the farmers 
were treated, their poverty and struggle. So, he and 12 other men formed a corporation to 
help the farmer (can't remember the name of it, something like "Plains Farmers Co-op" and 
they also formed a political party that was designed to help the farmer; "The Non-Partisan 
League". Well, these 13 men were a threat to the ‘powers that be' in the 1920's and they 
were slung i in jailon "trumped up charges"...and housed with the most hardened of criminals. 
The thought of policemen coming to this mansion and taking "daddy" away really chills me to 
the bone! 


My grandmother had never worked a day in her life and all of a sudden there was no money 
coming in. They lost the house, the car, the servants, everything! My mother went to live with 
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relatives and | heard she had lice in her hair and her clothes were falling o 
shoes were worn out with her toes coming out the end. She was about 12 at the time. 


When my grandfather get out of jail he was able to 'clear his name'...the court he did this in 
was in South Dakota and he represented himself. (| am working on trying to find 
where...when, etc.) 


After all that, he brought his family and came to Oregon. (I still don't know why.) My mother 
was given an IQ examination and was placed 2 years ahead of her age. All the rest of the 
kids in her class were 2 years older than her. My grandfather owned the Alameda Mining 
company here in Portland...and gold mines al! over the place (lots of research going on 
there...but, | haven't come up with anything yet.) 


My mother attended one of the large high schools here...and was VERY academically 
inclined. She got excellent grades and was considered one of the honor students (they didn't 
have Honor society back then but if they had, she would have been in it.) She lived ina 
houseboat on the river that runs through Portland. | have seen it, it was beautiful! there. Her 
father was gone a lot and her mother worked days at the hospital as a receptionist...long 
hours alone and soon she met the school President of a neighboring high schoo!. He had a 
boat and would park it at her houseboat and keep her company. 


About the time she got pregnant with me.. they learned her daddy had Syphillis and co 
not live much longer. He had been raped while in jail with ie hardened criminals. So, a 

went to the hospital at Fort Steilacoom... the place where someone who had been injured in in 

a would go...(the only way he could have ended up hee because he had not served in the 
military.) When | wrote to the National Archives and Does Administration there is n 

record of him ever being in jail or of him living and dieing at Fort Steilacoom but ! have aoe 
death record and his obituary and the festeny of people who knew him. The lady | talked 

at NARA was as concerned about this as | am. 


My mother went to a doctor who was best friends with my adoptive parents. He was a 
Quaker and he removed the possibility of any other pregnancies (without their okay) every 
time he delivered a baby to an unwed mother. He delivered me and neutered my mother all 
in the same day. He told her she had a boy and sent her on her way. She never really 
recovered from this experience. 


going to informed her she had been sterilized. She was SO MAD she went back to the doctor 
that delivered me and was threatening to sue him. He told her if she wouldn't sue, he could 
get her another baby...a child who was a descendant of the King Kameha-meha (Hawaiian 
royalty). So, she adopted this little girl but the doctor was so afraid he'd get sued again he 
left town and removed himself as faraway as he possibly could. Not knowing | was 
adopted...! was told not to tell anybody where he was. He had a problem son and they said 
he didn't want the son to know where he was. Well, ! was more than surprised when a few 
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months later ! found out the son was living with them. 


ime passed...my adoptive parents both died and | determined to go on my ‘search’. | looked 
through the Portland City Directories until! found a woman living with her daughter in a 
houseboat on the Willamette River. | ran down some dead-end alleys before | found who ! 
thought it was. | went looking for her but didn't find her. | petitioned the court 13 times before 
finally...one last time, a wonderful judge released my adoption papers to me and | learned 
oth my parents names. 


oe 


It's such a long, long story al! that's happened since then but along the way | found the ex- 
wife of the man my mother was married to. He had been an ex-semi-pro boxer and had put 
both women in the hospital more than once because of his crazy violence. This ex-wife told 
me my mother died in Pascagoula Mississippi. So, | sent for the death certificate many years 
ago. | have been all this time trying to find the Machpelah cemetery. 


This man also introduced my mother to liquor. They owned a restaurant here in Portland 
which, | believe they lost. | believe this man was in trouble with the law 


! have found the adopted Hawaiian daughter....11 years younger than me. | have helped her 
find her birth/blood family. That's a very long story, too. But, she has been an immense help 
tome. 


lam afraid my mother might have left town because ! started to look for her. She left town 
about the same time ! was inquiring about her at the tavern where | heard she and this jerk 
hung out. By that time she was a chronic alcoholic, riddled with cancer, and !'m sure she was 
depressed beyond belief. Her father had died of Syphillis a few years earlier. Her mother and 
brother had both died...she was alone with this unbelievably controlling, brutal man...and | 
believe she had given up. ! am afraid she didn't want to see me in that condition and the two 
of them ‘took off. Nothing substantial to back that up, just a gutt feeling. 


Anyway...poor dear, from what | heard she was a beautiful woman, smart, talented... and 
always had a smile on her face. But, what a sad life she led. 


She had me August 16th 1936 and returned to school in September...and nobody knew she 
had had a baby. Her own brother and father didn't even know. 


My adoptive mother told me several things about her when | finally learned | was adopted: 
Her nickname was "Henny", she lived in a houseboat with her mother...she had a father and 
a brother who were ‘away’ a lot (gold-mining)...she was very smart, musical and artistic. 
That's all | had to go on. 

| was also told she wore a silver locket with the picture of my father on one side and the 
other side empty...waiting for the day she could put the picture of her baby in there. 
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Even sadder...! met with my birth-father. He did not know who | was but | knew who he was. 
The first thing he did was make a pass at me which contaminated anything that could ever 

ome of that. When ! asked him about my mother ! realized this very rich, dignified, 
respected businessman was still 'using' her. He laughed and said "I spent the day with 
Henny just a couple months ago.” That really irked me she would stil! give herself to him. | 
asked him about her and he kinda grinned and smiled out of one side of his mouth and said 
"Well, she's an obese alcoholic.” Well, anybody else | have ever talked to has never ever 
referred to her as obese...she was anything BUT obese. She had a beautiful figure! | did not 
like him! He thought he was so much better than her because at the particular moment in 
time that she was pregnant, life around her looked pretty dismal. But, when you look at the 
whole scheme of this...the ancestry, the grits and gutts it took for my mother to survive...and 
what she'd been through...well, | see things differently than he saw them. 


it's hard to write anything without nearly making it a book...this is a very brief overview...SO 
much more to the story. 


lwill send you an attachment in the next E-mail! with a picture of her. 


!am so sad she is in an un-marked paupers grave. ! will start today to make sure that is 
changed!!! | cannot live knowing that! | will do whatever | can to give her a proper burial!" 


Doneva Shepard, Gresham, Oregon 


© my entire genealogy database, 45,000+ names 
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